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Birds Eye View of the Southern Bay
Up the James

From the Cruising Commodore: 
One of the great things about living and sailing in the Hampton Roads is the multitude of sailing choices and destinations. However, it seems we often overlook the James River.  A national landmark is the Navy Reserve Ghost Fleet that all cruisers should make an effort to go see. Land lubbers cannot see the fleet, particularly from a close up view from the river. Cruising destinations for overnight include:
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Leeward Marina. Located on the east side of the James River Bridge. It is run by the City of Newport News. Transient fees are only $1/foot and include water and electricity. The Crab Shack Restaurant on the north side of highway 17 (Mercury Blvd) and the JRB is an easy walk (maybe quarter mile) if you want to do dinner out. This was Dream Date’s marina when we bought her and like an old horse going to the barn, she knows the way!
· [image: image10.jpg]


Warwick Yacht Club.  Located in Deep Creek, (yep, there’s one in Chesapeake on one in Newport News) is a private Country club with tennis courts, swimming pool, and an on-site restaurant open for lunch and dinner. It is very quiet and much like being out in the country. They are open for transients and you have all privileges of the club. They have a fairly small marina and we would need to check the depths of the channel for our six foot draft boats. Their transient fees are only $1/foot also. 
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· Smithfield Station. On the other side of the James, is Smithfield Station. It is a first class location with an newly remodeled marina and hotel facility. Sharon and I went up there last year with Terry Hunsicker and Bill Jordan. It is about a six mile run up the Pagan River from the James to Smithfield and mainly motoring. We went in and out at high tide and there is one stretch of the river which was proably no deeper than 8 feet. They have a restaurant on site and the town of Smithfield is very quaint and an easy walk. Being in a river, we had to fight a cross current going into the slip which I was not planning for. Transient slip rates are $2/foot, electricity included.










John Peterson
YORK RIVER 

RIVERWALK LANDING AND SARAH CREEK
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Just 25 NM from Willoughby Bay are two great destinations, one at either end of the Coleman Bridge across the York River; Riverwalk Landing and Sarah Creek. Riverwalk Landing is a county owned marina with floating docks built out into the York River; these double as a breakwater for the newly renovated Riverwalk area. Both the Yorktown Battlefield and the historical section of Yorktown are just short walks from the landing. Along the waterfront are small beaches, ideal for young folks to play in, and a series of restaurants and shops, including an ice cream shop, for the rest of the family. Sarah Creek is home to the York River Yacht Haven and its associated restaurant and full-service facilities. If you are more inclined to an evening at anchor away from it all, just proceed up into Sarah Creek another turn or so past the marina and you will have dropped back in time into another generation. Sarah Creek is also one of the region’s better “hurricane holes”. 


After you clear the Willoughby Channel markers, head north on a course of about 034 degrees magnetic for 9 NM until you get to the intersection of markers for the Back River channel. From there you can follow the fishing channel markers around to the North West until you reach the York River channel markers. You can cut the corner a bit if you keep an eye on your depth sounder as you head up this way; however, be sure to leave the Tue Marshes light to port as you round into the York River. After passing the Tue Marsh light a course of 280 degrees should have you aiming at the center span of the Coleman Bridge. If you aim at the south end of the bridge you will arrive at Riverwalk Landing, and if you aim toward the north end of the bridge you will get to the channel markers, starting with a 15 ft. 4 sec. flashing red “2”, leading you into Sarah Creek. 

RIVERWALK LANDING

At Riverwalk Landing hail the Harbormaster, or call ahead to 757-890-3370, and he and his crew will lead you into the best side of the docks for arrival and departure, depending on the anticipated currents; there is a good 2 to 3 knot current under the docks here at both ebb and flood.
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SARAH CREEK

Follow the markers #2 through #9 into Sarah Creek and you will find 12 to 14 foot of water all the way in to the marina. If you are heading on up Sarah Creek to the northeast to anchor, remember to mind the bends of the channel which may require you to meander from side to side to stay in the deeper part of the channel around the points. There is ample water well up the creek, about 6 feet or so at low tide, and you will find a number of quiet anchorages along the way with plenty of room to swing.
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With the anchorages in Sarah Creek just a 2 NM run from Riverwalk Landing, you can spend a pleasant day at Yorktown exploring and then motor over to anchor overnight in the creek. Call up the York River Yacht Haven, 804-642-2156, for reservations for supper at River’s Inn Restaurant and Crab Deck and you will have made a complete weekend of it.










Tim Dull
SMITHFIELD
Pagan River Cruise to Smithfield aboard “Messing About” Nov ‘08

With winter just on the horizon, Karen and I shifted the “the area of interest” for our monthly overnight cruises to the James River and its reaches.  For November, we were underway to Smithfield Station and its renowned Sunday brunch on the Pagan River.

We had to be underway from NOB by 1130 on Saturday; it was a 4-hr sail to Smithfield.  The winds would be out of the southwest for a great close-haul sail up the James River and under the James River Bridge.  From there, we’d turn southwest with nose into the wind as we motored down the narrow but deep channel into the Pagan River.  High tide was around 1700. With the strong southwest winds, water would be pulled from the Pagan River and feeder streams into the James River, taking up to a foot of river depth away at high tide.  Most of the river is 9 feet or greater at MTW, except at Bob’s Shoal where depth is 4 feet.  This is about ¼ mile before the Smithfield Station as the Pagan River meanders through the marshes and countryside. I’d talked with Randy and Brian Pack, the brothers that own the Smithfield Station earlier that week.  While the channel is marked, Randy said that the shoal area had not been dredged in 2-years, but held true to about 4 feet at low tide.   We had about a 1 ½ hr bracket on both sides of the high tide point to ensure smooth clearance over Bob’s Shoal.  With planning complete, it was time to get underway.
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Of course, no plan survives first contact.  While Saturday was going to be a cold and rainy day as the cold front passed, Sunday was forecast as clear, calm, and warm.  Karen, both dogs, and all the food, important wine, and goochie stuff was loaded and secured.  The torrents of rain started as we headed out from NOB.  Thank goodness for the dodger, bimini and top connector.  The cockpit stayed pretty dry…for a while.  The southwest winds were a steady 16-18kts.  The close-haul trim and in-coming tide kept us moving at 6-7kts.  The dark skies, heavy rain, and cool nip-in-the-air gave all the sign that fall was here to stay.  As we rounded the Monitor-Merrimac tunnel headed west, the reach opened, wind speed increased, and the rains now swept in the cockpit over the portside. I could not believe the number of open cockpit powerboats filled with fisherman around the tunnel area – it was raining cats and dogs! Crazy sailors!
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 As we cleared the James River Bridge it was like crossing a divide. The trailing-end of the front passed and blue-sky and sun warmed the approach to the Pagan River. The palette of fall colors trimmed the river bank as we motored south in the meandering river. Channel markers and a collection of crab-pot floats helped mark the navigable channel. We approached Bob’s Shoal with caution; we were almost an hour earlier than planned. Water depth held at 10’, and then started the slow decent and held steady at 7 feet until Green 15 on the north side of the shoal. We crept along, barely moving, as we probed for the deep lane. The depth slipped to 5 feet and the depth alarm sounded – our draft is 4 feet 3 inches.  It [image: image14.png]| e
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was a long 300 meters, as the depth held at 5 feet until Green 17, then quickly went back to 9 feet. I looked aft; a few hundred meters behind us, a 58 foot motor yacht eased along the bubble trail we made across Bob’s Shoal.  Later at the dock, I spoke with the Captain.  For a change, he was really happy to see a sailboat in front.  While he did not know my draft, he knew I’d be very attentive to best channel approach compared to most power boaters that would just push through the shoal. 
Smithfield Station is an superb marina --first class floating docks, a marina manager on the dock to help secure your boat, and Hilton-style restrooms and showers with all the goochie soap, shampoo, and dressing areas you can imagine. The lazy Pagan River marshes surround the Station with an in-the-country calmness.  The shops and dining are convenient and accommodating. With almost 60 boats in dock there, we were the only sailboat.  The week prior, Congressman Forbes was there to see first-hand the impact from 2yrs of no dredging  along the Pagan River.  With dinner complete, and the shoppes along the river closing we settled in to watch a movie, read, and get a much-needed escape and good nights sleep.
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Going home had another set of challenges.  High tide was 0630. Brunch started at 0800; our kiddos were joining us there after church, which meant that at earliest, we could leave was 1100, far to late to ensure safe passage over Bob’s Shoal.  So we contacted one of the two marinas at the mouth of the Pagan River.  The folks at Gatling Pointe Yacht Club had a slip we could use for a couple of hours.  So, we’d cross over Bob’s Shoal, secure at Gatling Pointe, and have our kiddos serve as the land-yacht to shuttle us back to the Smithfield Station for brunch. 

We got underway at 0830; the tide was moving fast.  Karen and Sassie moved to the bow as lookouts as we approached the Shoal.  The water was clear and made the bottom look REAL CLOSE. The depth alarm sounded, and the depth held at 5 feet as we retraced our GPS track across the shoal. Our son and his wife were waiting at Gatling Pointe, helped us secure “Messing About” and we were off for an incredible Smithfield Station Brunch, on the water overlooking the Pagan River and marshlands.  
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The sail home was uneventful. Lots of talk about family, modifications and additions to the main cabin and berths to accommodate the planned cruises down the ICW and along the Eastern Shore.  Both dogs basked in the sun, attentive to the occasional pelican and sea gull that passed by.  The water was almost like glass.  Quite the contrast from the wind, swells and rain the day prior.  We were quickly embracing the beauty of the cruising family world.

We chugged along at 5 kts heading back to NOB, enjoying a warm day in the sun.  There’s nothing like cruising, knowing that it is all about the journey and the time we spend together.

Chess and Karen Harris

“Messing About”

O’Day 34

Norfolk Naval Sailing Association

8-9 Nov 08

Salt Ponds
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The Salt Ponds channel entrance is about 5 NM up the Bay from the Willoughby Bay channel and is just north of Buckroe Beach. There are a line of east-west oriented day markers that lead you to the channel from the Bay. There is a stone jetty on the north side of the entrance and a wooden one on the south side. The wooden jetty is only just visible at high tide. As you precede south in the pond Salt Ponds Marina is on your port hand and Southall Landing is to starboard. Just past the Southall Landing piers on your right is a cove where there is room for one to three boats to anchor, clear of the channel.

Southall Landing Marina has transient slips and a very inviting pool in season. It also has a pump out station off the end of the southern set of docks. Jimmy is an excellent manager and will see you are happily settled in if you tie up on his side.

Salt Ponds Marina has an excellent restaurant that opened again last season. The restaurant phone number is 757-864-0336. You can tie up at the foot of the restaurant (usually in slip 1 or 2) by contacting Salt Ponds Marina on channel 16 or call ahead at 757-850-4300 and let them know you would like to tie up and go to the restaurant. Salt Ponds Marina is also full service with a fuel dock and slips for transients, plus a guest lounge, laundry facilities and a good looking pool (in season). There is also a Tiki Bar behind the restaurant for those so inclined.

HORN HARBOR
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This is a nice spot, just a mile or two north of New Point Comfort Light, which I have only started to use on my trips up and down the Bay. I was blown in there a couple of years ago coming south out of Deltaville in a Nor’easter that just kept getting stronger all day. I had never tried it before then, even with a shoal draft Cape Dory, as when you look at the charts, the channel is “blue” water, not the sort of place you willingly motor into even when you’re looking for new places to explore. However, the waterway guide was convincing enough, and I was wore out from surfing five to six footers south all day in the storm in my little DART, so I gave it a try. Amazingly, even though the entrance channel is open to the northeast, the waves flattened as soon as I rounded the big “HH” day beacon just offshore of the channel. And true to the word in the guide, the channel really does stay a wee bit above five and a half feet through the “blue” parts and deepens to a friendly seven further in. Just follow the markers, but don’t hug any of them too tight. I’ve been in there a number of times since with no problems in boats with up to five foot draft. 

[image: image8.jpg]




This past time in SINDI K, the NNSC Tartan 34C with 4’ draft centerboard up and 8 ½’ draft centerboard down, I found the Horn Harbor Marina is still a full service place with I believe a 70 ton lift. Much of the place is self service including the ice. It’s in Mathews County and the area is about as undeveloped as you can find in the southern Bay. There’s a great little anchorage on the port side just before you get to the big green day beacon before the marina. They have a few transient slips available too if you want to just hook up. A nice place to explore by dinghy, and I spotted two river otters in a nook just up from the Marina; however, there are no restaurants or fine creaturely things available ashore, although the marina lounge is very comfortable and full of reading material and there is a pool available in the summer. There are a number of fine old wooden yachts under their floating boat house that you could spend a good few hours just ogling. A good quiet gunk holing type of place.

Tim Dull 

SV DART

PIANKATANK RIVER
Fishing Bay / Deltaville
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Doing 6 knots for 45 miles makes for about 7 ½ hours of sailing up to Deltaville, a well-known spot for locals and cruisers alike.  The Piankatank River on the south side of Deltaville has earned a reputation as one of the loveliest spots on the bay.  Odds are very good that one night in Fishing Bay will make you a believer.  Fishing Bay is an easy entrance that is protected on 2-3 sides, depending on how far you go in.  Plenty of deep water (15’) and lots of space make for a comfortable evening nestled into a bay surrounded by luscious landscapes and gorgeous homes.  All the way in at the north end of the bay you’ll find Fishing Bay Harbor Marina (www.fishingbay.com, 804-776-6800) offering transient slips at $1.50/ft/night or $1.25/ft/night for BoatUS members.  They also offer use of the dingy dock for $3/day, as well as trash and WiFi services for a fee.  With the gorgeous panoramas of this bay, though, a night on the hook might be well worth the effort.  In addition to their services for transient boats, the marina also offers services to those anchored out.  Rumor has it the marina may be willing to help out with transportation to local restaurants or shopping, or a phone call to your restaurant of choice may also yield a pick up.  This is untested rumor on the author’s part, though, but the Cruising Guide is usually spot-on!
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A well-marked channel, below, makes for an easy entrance, but don’t cut the corners!  From green “7” to red “8” is a straight shot almost due south.  Don’t turn starboard on the WNW leg until past red “8a”, keeping to the right inside the channel on past red “10” and “10a”.  Give it a minute or so past “10a” before pulling up into large bay.  The most well protected anchorages are up in the NE and NW corner, but the surrounding land provides excellent protection no matter where you are.  


Fishing Bay is a bit of a hike, but the seclusion, beautiful scenery, and well-protected waters are worth it for a weekend jaunt or as a perfect stop over on the way to points north. 

Mike McCombs

CAPE CHARLES
BAY CREEK

Although I've been sailing in the Chesapeake since (about) 1980, I've never
made it to Cape Charles - despite constantly hearing about it. Anytime we'd
sailed to the eastern shore, we'd always anchored at Kiptopeke (cement
ships). After hearing so much about Cape Charles, Cindy and I decided to
make the trek (on the power boat) this past weekend.

It was my impression the recommended place to tie up was at Bay Creek Marina
- which is about a half mile past the city docks. If you've not been over
there, I recommend the trip - but recommend you stay away from Bay Creek.

For starters, the channel is so shallow once you're past the city docks that
we were literally backing down 4 or 5 times, not willing to proceed as the
fathometer kept reading less - so we were backing down, trying to find
deeper water. I get VERY concerned when I'm seeing 4 feet on the fathometer
- especially when (unlike sailors), I don't have the luxury of a keel to
protect the rudder / props. By the way - I saw depths as shallow as 3.7
feet. Yikes. With a 3.5 foot draft, that's way too close for comfort.

Once at the dock (Bay Creek), it cost us $118.00 to tie up for the night.
The facilities are nice, and they have a (small) pool, but you literally
have to walk a mile to get into the town. There's also a nice place to eat
(they want you to have reservations), but I'd rather have access to the
town.

Contrast that with tying up at the city docks. It's closer to the bay,
there's PLENTY of water depth all the way in, the business district is
literally 3 blocks away - you're able to tie up at BRAND NEW floating docks,
for 1/3 the price, and there are plenty of slips for boats of any size.

CAPE CHARLES TOWN HARBOR
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Cape Charles Town Harbor is a really good spot to hang out for a night or a whole weekend. The staff is terrific (helped haul crew back and forth to one of the members’ yachts which inadvertently went aground a short distance before entering the harbor. Bad navigating in that case; channel is well marked with range lights, tall day markers, and big fat buoys clearly showing the way in to the harbor.) The staff also handles your lines and were even seen hooking up shore power for some of the folks. Great service! The main street of the town with all its shops (Ice cream shop, Irish pub, coffee shops for breakfast, hotels, etc.) is a short hop across the tracks from the new slips at the harbor. The new marina section is on your port hand as you come inside the breakwater and head east toward the USCG Station, just past the renovated train terminus. 

You can contact them at 757-331-2357 and their email is townharbor@capecharles.org. Their web site is http://capecharles.org/harbor. The slips are all floating docks with water and power and are only $1.50 per foot a night (plus $5 for power)( $4.50 per foot a week!), way less than at Bay Creek Marina further up the channel outside Cape Charles. The Harbor master monitors VHF CH 16 and works on CH 6.

Cap’m Tim

Final note from John Bouma:


With traditional summer breezes, the sail over and back is a reach - a GREAT
place to sail, but if you're thinking of heading over there - I'd highly
recommend you skip Bay Creek marina and spend the time at the city Docks -
it's incredibly easy to get into, and you'll enjoy it more.

Just my two cents.  :) JB
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